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Activity Report

Gallery Activities

The LOOK TOUCH MOVE (LTM) exhibit opened on January 26 with the reception
planned for Tuesday, February 1. A partnership between visual artist/dancer Sharon
McCaman and Creative Pinellas Artist Laureate and dancer, Helen French, LTM is two
distinct projects, presented in b 14 gt S

tandem and collaboration.
“Reiteration” by McCaman is
a group of large scale
sculptural pieces that use
diverse textures, materials,
and technology to create a
multi-sensory and
participatory experience for
visitors.

“Reprise” by French, is an on-
going/developmental work
of dance that includes a series of open-to-the-public improv sessions, rehearsals
and workshops in the gallery. Each explores the relationship between dancer and
McCaman'’s interactive art sculptures. French is also premiering a fully realized
version of “Reprise” is scheduled for Thursday, March 10th from 6-8pm.


https://creativepinellas.org/artist/sharon-mccaman/
https://creativepinellas.org/artist/sharon-mccaman/
https://creativepinellas.org/artist/helen-french/

Complete activities scheduled for LTM include
an opening reception on February 1from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. with all social/group activities to be

scheduled in the courtyard and CDC covid
protocols followed.

LOOK TOUCH MOVE improv Jam

Saturday, February 5 from 3-5pm — Happening at

the Gallery at Creative Pinellas —Read More

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 5 | 3-5PM

Creating Site-Specific Works of Art Workshop

Saturday, Feb 12,10:30am — 4:00pm-..Read More

REPRISE Open Rehearsals

Wednesday, February 9th @ Noon -
2:30pm... Read More

Wednesday, February 9th @ Noon — 2:30pm... Read More
Friday, February 18th @ Noon — 2:30pm... Read More

Wednesday, February 23rd @ Noon — 2:30pm... Read More


https://creativepinellas.org/event/look-touch-move-improv-jam/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/look-touch-move-improv-jam/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/look-touch-move-improv-jam/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/creating-site-specific-works-of-art/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/creating-site-specific-works-of-art/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/creating-site-specific-works-of-art/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/reprise-open-rehearsal/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/reprise-open-rehearsal/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/reprise-open-rehearsal/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/reprise-open-rehearsal/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/reprise-open-rehearsal/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/reprise-open-rehearsal/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/reprise-open-rehearsal-2/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/reprise-open-rehearsal-3/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/reprise-open-rehearsal/

Wednesday, February 23rd @ Noon — 2:30pm... Read More

Conversation with the Artists

Tues, Mar 1,12 — Ipm — Register on Zoom... Read More

Dance Community Meeting

Wednesday, April 20th @ 6-7pm... Read More


https://creativepinellas.org/event/reprise-open-rehearsal-4/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/conversation-artists/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/conversation-artists/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/conversation-artists/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/look-touch-move-reprise-debut/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/dance-community-meeting-6/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/dance-community-meeting-6/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/dance-community-meeting-6/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/conversation-artists/
https://creativepinellas.org/event/dance-community-meeting-6/

Partnership Activities

Lealman Murals

e Laura Spenser (Ms. Crit) continued to work on her mural at the Lealman
Exchange. Creative Pinellas is receiving tremendous recognition and public
support. Additionally, so is Mother Kombucha and Lealman! Both the business
owner and the artist have reported multiple positive comments from passers-
by and from nearby businesses and other members of the community.
Additionally the artists reports receiving five queries from people interested in

hiring her from commissions, based on this work!

Pinewood “Partners”

We are participating in the rebirth of this festival. It's
been 10 years since Pinellas has held an event like this.
Creative Pinellas contribution will be multi-faceted. We
will be setting out chairs and tables in the courtyard
(food trucks are being arranged), hosting a PCSD
student art show in the back gallery, hosting a Heritage
Village activity in the former gallery store, hosting a
dance workshop at 12:30 in the LTM space with Jai

PINELLAS

/ AFRICAN AMERICAN //
HERITAGE - °
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& presentations
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Hinson from Artz 4 Life (they are performing in the wedding garden at FLBG at 2pm),
and potentially hosting a group of Black poets in our courtyard on behalf of Heritage

Village.



We Convene

Planning and outreach for the WE CONVENE Program, a
series of 6 community discussions on key topics in the arts
took off in January, with Marketing launching via email and
social media, to promote the series as well as the first
event on/‘public art and placemaking.

FEB
24

We Convene: Public Art and
Placemaking

by Creative Pinellas

250 followers

Free

Starting in February and continuing through the summer, the series will end with a
community town hall in September to collectively share what has been discovered
and to set the stage for next steps.

Each meeting will be from 8am -10am and will start with arrival/ networking for the
first 30 minutes, followed by the introduction to some Pinellas County success stories
that are working in the landscape of the specific meeting topic. FREE and open to the
public at the Gallery at Creative Pinellas.

A keynote speaker will kick off the working session with an inspirational/aspirational
presentation, followed by breakout discussions to understand key issues or needs,
raise ideas and solutions to address those needs. The meeting will close with a call
for participants interested in working on the topic to bring their findings together to
be featured in a Town Art style meeting in September.

February 24: Public art and placemaking: Esp. transportation/public spaces
March 24: Performing arts: How to support and grow the performing arts

April 28: Accessibility and equity: Making arts accessible/welcoming to all

May 19: Arts and tourism: What is here, now and how to brand and market*

June 23: Economic needs/wellbeing for artists: Art/workspace, housing, etc.

July 21: Arts and Education/Community outreach: Connecting with and supporting
youth

Read more here: https://creativepinellas.org/event/we-convene/



https://creativepinellas.org/event/we-convene/

SPACEcraft

On January 29™, SPACEcraft opened at B e AL D
. . . Its Opening Day!

two new locations in Pinellas County. The j;;ﬁgcg;:?;egﬂi:;mg;jgggjy;;;jgn?‘;;”ﬂ:m"w‘

free festivities were open the public at AL {8527

. Huy 19 N, Tarpon Springs

Anderson Park as well as Philippe Park. e

B Resd+Grow
@ Phippe Park

525 Phlippe Pluy., Safety Harbor
Lok for s near the main entrance!

BTW (Extended Contract)

The work of Patricia Kluwe Derderian has made an
impact on the guests of the Don Cesar as her work
continued to sell in January. She recorded a sale for
$2,200 and also took on new client commissions from
hotel guests as well. The exhibit of her work has had
an impressive run and the artist has expressed her
thanks for the support and assistance of the Creative
Pinellas team for working to this opportunity happen.

Other

NEA Pinellas Recovers Grant 7 J
GRANT OPENS FEB. 1 l/ / /

Marketing for the Pinellas Recovers Grant PI N E I-I-As
started in January to inform individual artists
and arts and culture organizations that this

opportunity was going to launch soon and to
be prepared to participate.

Pinellas Recovers grants will help artists and
nonprofit arts organizations recover from
the effects of the Covid-related economic
losses while responding to underserved ' ﬁ§
communities.

Covid Recovery Grants for Individual
Artists & Arts Cultural Organizations



Creative Pinellas was one of 24 local arts agencies nationwide selected to
receive an American Rescue Plan grant for $500,000 from the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA).

Pinellas Recovers is a one-year competitive grant program in addition to the
annual Creative Pinellas Professional Artists and Emerging Artists grants. It will
award the following:

« 2l Individual Artist project grants from $2,500 - $10,000
« 25 Arts Organization operating grants from $2,500 to $50,000 (based on
up to 10% of the organization’s operating budget for 2019 to present)

Funds will

» help support jobs in the arts sector.

» keep the doors open to arts organizations.

» assistin the sector’s response to and recovery from the COVID-19 crisis.

» provide access to arts experiences to underserved audience.

« support salaries, stipends to artists, marketing, promotion and other
operating and/or direct project expenses.

For more information go to: https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/pinellas-

recovers[

Arts Coast Magazine
This months’ Arts Coast Magazine featured a wide variety of articles.

Visual

A Day at the Dali with Young Ones

The day before school started | thought, what
shall I do with the kids? Spoilt for choice really.
Do we go to a park or playground, wildlife
center or butterfly garden? My answer — “Let’s
go on another trip to a museum.” Read More



https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/pinellas-recovers/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/pinellas-recovers/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/museums-for-immunity-free-vaccines-on-jan-16/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/museums-for-immunity-free-vaccines-on-jan-16/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/a-day-at-the-dali-with-young-ones/

Performing

50 years of Al Downing Jazz

This Sunday, the Palladium Theater
celebrates jazz with a gala concert that
honors the 50™ anniversary of the Al Downing
Tampa Bay Jazz Association. Member of the
Downing association will pick up a Palladium
Jazz Award on Sunday, along with WUSF Jazz
Director, Mike Cornette, who announced his retirement in December. Read More

Music Inspired by the Haunting Silence
of Beethoven

In 1802, Ludwig van Beethoven sat down
to write a letter to his brothers, Johann
and Caspar. The world he loved was
fading, and he struggled with thoughts of
suicide. “How can | possibly admit an
infirmity in the one sense which ought to
be more perfect in me than in others, a
sense which | once possessed in the highest perfection?” Read More

Literary
3 . ° &) Land 0'Lakes
Libraries — What heaven May Look Like
Sm‘\%: 9 ® ut
When | was a kid, libraries were like the pa;mr.ﬁ.g cmaon 1
. . . & Qidsnar a9 jent
nerdy kids in class — admired but not cool. o, oty
i i Hat earwater @ @) ]
Now, it looks like they've joined the Ve =) 258 rampa
popular clique. Books about libraries, of Log @ @ p
I B8
course, have long been popular. In 1941 9 &
- : ; _ 08 e ,
Argentinian writer Jorge Luis Borges, who 0 Q¥

himself was a librarian, wrote a short story called “The Library of Babel,” a meditation
on a labyrinthine library that contained all the knowledge of the world. Read More



https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/safety-harbor-podcast-host-answers-the-question-everyone-asks/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/safety-harbor-podcast-host-answers-the-question-everyone-asks/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/50-years-of-al-downing-jazz/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/50-years-of-al-downing-jazz/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/50-years-of-al-downing-jazz/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/reading-my-age-73-books-in-2022/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/reading-my-age-73-books-in-2022/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/reading-my-age-73-books-in-2022/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/reading-my-age-73-books-in-2022/
https://pinellaswellnessconnection.org/providers/
https://pinellaswellnessconnection.org/providers/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/music-inspired-by-the-haunting-silence-of-beethoven/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/reading-my-age-73-books-in-2022/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/reading-my-age-73-books-in-2022/
https://sites.evergreen.edu/politicalshakespeares/wp-content/uploads/sites/226/2015/12/Borges-The-Library-of-Babel.pdf
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/libraries-what-heaven-may-look-like/

Arts and Education

MLK Day Celebrations Both In-Person and
Online

You can honor the life and work of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. this weekend in many ways,
both in-person and online. CNN shares a
range of opportunities including how to
volunteer for MLK Day of Service projects,

how to find on-demand volunteer opportunities accessible to
anyone, and free downloadable lesson plans for K-12. Read More

In January, Press included

Paradise News, JAN 1, 2022
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Pinellas Arts Community To
Dlscuss Creatln Art Environment
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ARTISTS & WARITERS

By Manette Wiser

Artist & Writers: Dancing Queen
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Former Holocaust Museum CEOQ joins
Creative Pinellas - St. Pete Catalyst
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Artist Laura Spencer adding a fresh touch
of color to Lealman - St. Pete Catalyst

DANGING QUEEN The choreography
and poetic motion of St Petersburg native
wreste Helon Hansen French

Things to Do: Vikings, Beach Volleyball
and More - The Gabber

St Pete Catalyst, JAN 24, 2022
Artist Laura Spencer adding a fresh touch of color to Lealman

m iz Schoc under
the Sarly Admizsions Citin and after

PATCH, JAN 26, 2022

graduation she joined Buglisi Dance Thesire
where she is cumend) pﬂl‘opa\ damceras
well a5 rehearsal assi i
BOT's annual New i
has periormed at te
Festival, Chautzugua Dan
Irtzrmztions Dance Fasival,
International Fesfal in = mel and the
Oriente Occidente Festival in Rovereto, Iialy.
Mrs. Hansen French has also been
instrumental in restaging BOT's works at
Marymeurt Manhatizn College, The Ahin'
Ailey Fordham EFA program, Gaorge Masan
University, and the University of

Califormia at Long Seach.

French has been featured e New York
Tirmes Atz ard Damcs Tzacker Magazing
and luded by The Aris Aliance and cthers
In odition to her work with BOT Helen has
periormed with the Nias Martins Dance
Company, been in residency at White

Ok Dance working with chorecgragher
Adsm Houglsnd and perfommed in the
Guggenkeins Works Frocess program

Pinellas Arts Community To Discuss Creating Art Environment

PATCH, JAN 26, 2022

Multisensory Art Exhibit On Display At Creative Pinellas Gallery

PATCH, JAN 27, 2022
Look Touch Move Improv Jam

Website and Social Media (see next page)
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https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/journey-to-the-james-museum-with-children/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/journey-to-the-james-museum-with-children/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/journey-to-the-james-museum-with-children/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/journey-to-the-james-museum-with-children/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/mlk-day-celebrations-both-in-person-and-online/
https://issuu.com/paradisenewsfl/docs/vol_28_no_1-january-2022
https://issuu.com/paradisenewsfl/docs/vol_28_no_1-january-2022
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://stpetecatalyst.com/zaps/former-holocaust-museum-ceo-joins-creative-pinellas/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTc4NzUxODU2MDAyMTY0OTg5ODcyGmRjNDA3MDRiMDZmZjdiZTk6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNGx0TYWFmCqhjVexSIpbxdpS4w8KQ
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://stpetecatalyst.com/zaps/former-holocaust-museum-ceo-joins-creative-pinellas/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTc4NzUxODU2MDAyMTY0OTg5ODcyGmRjNDA3MDRiMDZmZjdiZTk6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNGx0TYWFmCqhjVexSIpbxdpS4w8KQ
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://stpetecatalyst.com/artist-laura-spencer-adding-fresh-touch-of-color-to-lealman/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTU3NDEwNTY0OTExNTY5MTQ2NzcyGmRjNDA3MDRiMDZmZjdiZTk6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNE-TRUxGnpYAqORPKOH0mKExBCVrA
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://stpetecatalyst.com/artist-laura-spencer-adding-fresh-touch-of-color-to-lealman/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTU3NDEwNTY0OTExNTY5MTQ2NzcyGmRjNDA3MDRiMDZmZjdiZTk6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNE-TRUxGnpYAqORPKOH0mKExBCVrA
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://thegabber.com/things-to-do-vikings-beach-volleyball-and-more/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTYxODQ5MTk2MDM4MjkxNzAzMjkyGmRjNDA3MDRiMDZmZjdiZTk6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNF2h1mQ4Pwnmf4SUl-wzXMImxJ32Q
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://thegabber.com/things-to-do-vikings-beach-volleyball-and-more/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTYxODQ5MTk2MDM4MjkxNzAzMjkyGmRjNDA3MDRiMDZmZjdiZTk6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNF2h1mQ4Pwnmf4SUl-wzXMImxJ32Q
https://stpetecatalyst.com/artist-laura-spencer-adding-fresh-touch-of-color-to-lealman/
https://stpetecatalyst.com/artist-laura-spencer-adding-fresh-touch-of-color-to-lealman/
https://patch.com/florida/largo/pinellas-arts-community-discuss-creating-art-environment
https://patch.com/florida/largo/pinellas-arts-community-discuss-creating-art-environment
https://patch.com/florida/largo/multisensory-art-exhibit-display-creative-pinellas-gallery
https://patch.com/florida/largo/multisensory-art-exhibit-display-creative-pinellas-gallery
https://patch.com/florida/largo/calendar/event/20220205/1769102/look-touch-move-improv-jam
https://patch.com/florida/largo/calendar/event/20220205/1769102/look-touch-move-improv-jam

WEBSITE TRAFFIC: JANUARY 2022

Users Sessions Bounce Rate
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WEBSITE VIEWS

Number of times the CP
website has been viewed

WEBSITE NARRATIVE

By the end of January, web traffic had recovered from
a lull in the opening weeks of the month. This dip was a
continuation of the decline in traffic after the closing
reception of Arts Annual. Thanks to the promotion of the
Look, Touch, Move opening reception, the announcement
of grant initiatives, as well as online PAG workshops,
January's performance with visitos was only slightly below
the prior month. The end of the month increase in attention
forecasts positive growth for February’s numbers.
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FACEBOOK: JANUARY
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The official opening will be next Tu...
Wed Jan 26, 7:48pm

After seeing the heartfelt letter Don...
9 Mon Jan 31, 6:00am

We are preparing to launch Pinellas...
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==, Creative Pinellas
@ Published by Hootsuitz @ - January 24 at 3:00 PM . @

We are excited to announce that tomorrow, Tuesday, January 25th,
Sharon McCaman will be taking over Creative Pinellas’ |G stories as she
prepares to open her interactive art exhibition “Reiteration.” Follow
along with her as she adds the finishing touches. RSVP to “Look.
Touch, Move" opening reception on Tuesday, February 1. RSVP to
Opening Reception : https://bitly/LTM_RSVP

#CreativePinellas #TheGalleryAtCreative Pinellas #LookTouchMove
#DancePerformance #HelenFrench #ArtistLaureate #interactiveArt
#SharonMcCaman #ArtsCoast #ArtUpliftsHumanity




ART SALES: JANUARY

Date BTW - Artwork/Artist Amount
1/8/2022 The Don Cesar- Patricia Kluwe Derderian $2,200.00
1/4/2022 Tree of Life - Cutter & Andrea Jones 575.00

$2,275.00
7,000 5 5
6,100
5,250 3.75
3
3,500 2.5
2
- . . .
NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY 0 NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY
SALES IN DOLLARS NUMBER OF SALES
TN /i R w;\”u A :“ =

SALES NARRATIVE U : 155 8 5% e

The three month trend for sales dollars has
been on a steady decline from the height of
Arts Annual in November.

Patricia Kluwe Derderian continued her amazing
sales streak with another original art purchase
from her Don Cesar exhibit — which has also
resulted in commissions of her work which will
be reflected in a future report.

Additionally, a piece from the Arts Annual
exhibition sold as part of the Creative Clay
installation at the Gallery at Creative Pinellas.

GALLERY ATTENDANCE
The Gallery was only open

for 3 days in January. Patricia Kluwe Derderian with her original artwork on
display and for sale at the Don Cesar, St. Pete Beach




IN THE NEWS: JANUARY

Arts & Entertainment

Pinellas Arts Community To
Discuss Creating Art Environment

There will be a series of public discussions in Pinellas on key topics of importance
to the arts and arts organizations called "WE Convene."

. D'Ann Lawrence White, Patch Staff @

Zat 404 pmET |

22 at 10:54 am ET
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There
and ar

LARGO, FL — Creative Pinellas, in partnership with the
Pinellas Communiry Foundation, is preparing to launch a
series of public discussions on key topics of importance to the
arts and arts organizarions called "WE Convene."

"It's time for the artists, arts organizarions and businesses
and residents of Pinellas County to come together to assess,
evaluate and ultimarely determine what our directions will
be," said Creative Pinellas CEOQ Barbara St. Clair. "We are
excited to set the stage to come together to discuss topics vital
to the growth and well-being of the arts and its cultural

landscape."

Starting in February, there will be six discussions open to the
public at the Gallery at Creative Pinellas, 12211 Walsingham
Road, Largo, from 8 t0 10 am.

Arts & Entertainment

Multisensory Art Exhibit On Display
At Creative Pinellas Gallery

Creative Pinellas will present "Look Touch Move," a dynamic artistic collaboration
with artists Sharon McCaman and Helen Hansen French.

. D'Ann Lawrence White, Patch Staff @

t 4:56 pm ET | Updated Tha, Jan

Posted at 1059 am ET

las will present "Look Touch Move," a dynamic artistic collaboration with artists
nan and Helen Hansen French. (Creative Pinellas)

Creative Pin

Sharon M

LARGO, FL — Creative Pinellas will present '"Look Touch
Move," a dynamic artistic collaboration encompassing artist
Sharon McCaman's interactive art exhibition "Reiteration,"
and "Reprise," a newwork choreographed by Creative Pinellas
artist laureate Helen French, Jan. 26 to March 27.

Visitors' tactile, audible and visual senses will be engaged with
""Reiteration," which features large-scale sculprural pieces
created by McCaman that use diverse textures, materials and
rechnology to create a multisensory and participatory
experience for visitors.

""Reprise" is created by Creative Pinellas Artist Laureate Helen
French as she engages in a series of open rehearsals and
workshops that explore the relationship between dance and
McCaman's interactive art sculptures. The premiere
performance of "Reprise" is scheduled for Thursday, March 10
from 6 to 8 p.m.
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DANCING QUEEN The choreography
and poetic motion of St. Petersburg native
and artist laureate Helen Hansen French
is showcased in-Look Touch Move @
Creative Pinellas Jan. 20 6-8pm. French is
on the faculty of St. Petersburg College and
teaches dance both in NYC and here.

She began dancing at Judith Lee
Johnson’s Studio of Dance, and at the
Pinellas County Center for the Arts. After
attending the HARID Conservatory, she
earned a BFA from Juilliard School under
the Early Admissions Option and after

graduation she joined Buglisi Dance Theatre
where she is currently a principal dancer as
well as rehearsal assistant. In addition to
BDT’s annual New York City seasons she
has performed at the Jacob’s Pillow Dance
Festival, Chautauqua Dance Festival, Vail
International Dance Festival, Rishon LeZion
International Festival in Israel, and the
Oriente Occidente Festival in Rovereto, Italy.
Mrs. Hansen French has also been
instrumental in restaging BDT’s works at
Marymount Manhattan College, The Alvin/
Ailey Fordham BFA program, George Mason
University, and the University of

California at Long Beach.

French has been featured the New York
Times Arts and Dance Teacher Magazine
and lauded by The Arts Alliance and others.
In addition to her work with BDT Helen has
performed with the Nilas Martins Dance
Company, been in residency at White

Oak Dance working with choreographer
Adam Hougland and performed in the
Guggenheim’s Works/Process program

with choreographers Brian Reeder and
Pam Tanowitz. In 2010 she presented a
solo show at Studio@620 that featured the
re-created works of Ruth St. Denis, Doris
Humphrey and Jacqulyn Buglisi. She has
been a member of the dance faculty at the
Neighborhood Playhouse in NYC and

The Juilliard School. Committed to arts
education, she is a founding member of the
St. Pete Dance Alliance and co-producer of
Beacon, a performance series for St. Pete.

BOOK NOOK Paradise boasts authors

of every genre from earth lovers (local
gardener Craig Huegel's Butterfly Garden-
ing with Florida’s Native Plans) to mystery
writers (St. Petersburg’s Tamara Lush and
her Coffee Lover’s Series, pen name Tara
Lush). Her newest whodunnit is Cold Brew
Corpse, and it's a hoot. Craig Pittman’s The
State You're In chronicles Florida’s wildest
stories. Clearwater Beach first-time author
Jan M. Walton’s first novel River Avenue is a
departure from her day job coaching people
to write their autobiographies.

nnisl Laura Spencer adding a fresh
touch of color to Lealman

3 E -BII DeYoung

Yet the artist, 5t. Pete born and bred, continues to bundle up, nearly every moming, to

spend the daylight hours perched atop a rented green lift, making Garden Varfety come
to colorful life on the corrugated facade of Mother Kombucha's 1,700-sguare-foot 2gth

Street warchouse.

Artist Laura Spencer i8 a 51. Petersburg native. "/ had so many frends graduate from college and maove o
LA ov New York, and they're stifl iving in five-person fars and paying evorbitant amounts of money in rent
and s like thar” she says. "5t Pere will always be home base. I'll never laave.” Phote by Bill DeYoung

“It's a blg project for a litde small potato ke me,~ laughs the heavily-layered muralist.

Her hope is that the expansive project will be wrapped up like a Christmas present by the
end of the month. “Like anv good artist, it's not done until somebody tells me to set my
pencil down,” Spencer says.

This week's cold snap is trying hard to mess with Laura Spencer's Lealman District mural
project.
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